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Please provide the following details on the origin ahis report
Party Georgia

National Focal Point

Full name of the institution:

The Ministry of Environment Protection and NaturakBerces
of Georgia (MEPNR)

Name and title of officer:

Nino Gokhelashvili -Head Division of International Relations
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Relations,
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Full name of the institution:

Name and title of officer:

Postal address:

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail:

l. PROCESS BY WHICH THE REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED

Provide brief information on the process by which thiorepas been prepared, including
information on which types of public authorities werasdted or contributed to its
preparation, on how the public was consulted and trewoutcome of the public consultation
was taken into account and on the material, whick used as a basis for preparing the report.

Answer:On Augus®, 2010 the draft report preparday the Ministry of Environment Protection
and Natural Resources of GeorddEPNR)was sent tdhe followinggovernmental institutiong
the Committee of Environment Protection and NatReasources of the Parliament of Georgia
the Ministry of Science and Education, the MinisthfEobnomy and Sustainable Developmen
the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Labor, Healthd Social Affairs, the Ministry of

Regional Development and Infrastructutiee Ministry of Internal Affairs the Supreme Court,

[,

Comments were received from one NGO. The part of thenemtsand recommendationgere |-

incoroporatedin to the report. For the rest of comments appropriate exsi@ns were sent to
the NGO. On_Novembe, 2010a public hearing a theamended draft report waseld
Representatives of tiMEPNR six NGOs, and the Aarhus Centre Georgia participatetién
public hearing. Some additional changes were madlegoeport. On Novembé2, 2010 the
repot was sent to the Aarhus Centre to be translaténl English.On DecembeB, 2010 he

Convention.

Il PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE

REPORT

Report any particular circumstances that are relevantuihderstanding the report, e.g. whether
there is a federal and/or decentralized decision-makingcture, whether the provisions of the
Convention have a direct effect upon its entry fotee, or whether financial constraints are a
significant obstacle to implementation (optional).

Answer:
- TheConvention applies directfAccording to the Law of Georgia on International Agmeents
(Article 6, Paragraph 2) international agreements have advantage the national legislation)
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- For the proper implementation of the Aarhus Conwenit is advisable to update national
legislation toimproverelevantprocedures.

- Financial constrains ar@ significant obstacléo the collection,elaboration, edition and
dissemination athe information
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lll. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMP_ LEMENTING THE
GENERAL PROVISIONS IN PARAGRAPHS 2, 3,4, 7 AND 8 OF ARTICLE 3

List legislative, regulatory and other measures thatmplement the general provisions in
paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 7 and 8 of article 3.

Explain how these paragraphs have been implememgarticular, describe:

(a) With respect tgparagraph 2, measures taken to ensure that officials and autheritie
assist and provide the required guidance;

(b) With respect taragraph 3, measures taken to promote education and
environmental awareness;

(c) With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is appropriate
recognition of and support to associations, orgalezator groups promoting environmental
protection;

(d) With respect tgparagraph 7, measures taken to promote the principles of the
Convention internationally:

(i) Measures taken to coordinate within and betwméristries to inform officials
involved in other relevant international forums abarticle 3, paragraph 7, and the
Almaty Guidelines, indicating whether the measuoesoordinate are ongoing;

(ii) Measures taken to provide access to infornmatibthe national level regarding
international forums, including the stages at whrahaccess to information was
provided;

(iii) Measures taken to promote and enable pulditigipation at the national level with
respect to international forums (e.g. inviting N@®@mbers to participate in the Party’s
delegations in international environmental negitiet or involving NGOs in forming
the Party’s official position for such negotiatipmscluding the stages at which the
access to information was provided;

(iv) Measures taken to promote the principles ef@onvention in the procedures of
other international forums;

(v) Measures taken to promote the principles of@bavention in the work programs,
projects, decisions and other substantive outgut¢her international forums;

(e) With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that persons exercising their
rights under the Convention are not be penalizedgoated or harassed.

Answer:

(a) The current Georgian Legislation is in compliandthwhe most of the requirements pf
the Convention (see below). Besides, the Convemdissuperior forceplease, see
answer on the previous question). The following issaged according to the current
Georgian Legislation: the Law of Georgim the Protection of Environmeritq
December, 201)Cenvisages the protection of citizens’ rights in envinental matters.
In particular, regarding the Article 6 of this law, eactizen hagheright to live ina




healthy environment, to obtain complete, impartiad &imely information on the state
of his/her working and living surroundings as well. In artteinform the publicthe
MEPNR of Georgiain compliance wittArticle 14 of the aboviaw, submits the
National Report on thetate ofEnvironment to the President of Georgiaceevry
three yearsPromulgation of the national report igecessary to ensuthe principle of
its accessibility for the publicln accordance with Article 15 of thiaw” for

protection and sustainable development of the enrigart the environmental
protection planning system (Sustainable Developmteate§y) isbeingdevelogd,
which itselfis a long- term strategic plan._Is necessary to ensure the public
participation in the development of the Sustainabdedlopment Strategy”.

(b) In accordance with thearagraph (d)Article 6 ofthelLaw of Georgia orthe Protection
of the Environment, “a citizeras theright to receive environmental and ecological
educationto raise his/her environmental awareness. The entire system of
environmental education gt upin order to promote environmental education and
environmental awareness among the public and to trgdekts in this field. The
system includes the network of secondary schoolguiists for training of personne
and improvement of their skills”.

The MEPNRlJeveloped “The State Program for Public Ecological&ation” that
was approved by Presidential Decree in 20022004 the Government of Georgia
adopted the National Goals of General Education,thatong othes;, addresseshe
preservation angbrotection of thenatural conditions of thenvironment.

_In accordance wittArticle 6, Pragraph (e) othe Law of Georgia on the Protection o
Environment, a citizen of Georglgasthe right to join public environmental
organizations. The environmental NGOs are legal estdied have the same rights g
othernon-commercial (non-profit) leg&ntities The procedures of registratidtGOs
are quite simple. Registration is conductedhyNational Agency of Public Reqistry
a Legal Entity of Public Law under the Ministry afsfice of Georgia. Article 29 of th
Civil Code of Georgia defines the terms of registratibnon-profit (hon-commercial)
legal person.

According to the Law of Georgia on State Regjstrg price for the registration of
non-profit (hon-commercial) legal person, registratmiamendments to the register
data and their abolishmeirt oneworkingdayis 100 GEE. There is no legal norm
that prohibis inclusionof NGOs in thejovernmental bodies that are responsible fo
decision-makingn environmentaissues NGOs havéheright to participate with a
consulting status in the committee hearings and ngetield bythe Parliament and
ExecutiveGovernment. ThRegulation of the Parliament of Georgia providhe
opportunityto the representatives of civil organizations t@att and take the floor on
the committee hearings of draft laws (éAgticle 48,Paragraph 11andArticle 153,
Paragraph 8).

(c

~—

(d)_In 2006English and Georgian versions thfe Almaty Guidelineweredisseminated to
all relevant organizations Georgia.

__Georgia according to the principles of the Conventialways supports public

In generalthenon-governmental sectoegularly participates in international forums.
To support NGO participation in international forumsdhél Georgia the governmen
when possible providesparticular financial assistanceThe government also

t

suppsors NGO patrticipation in official delegations.

| *As of 10 December, 201000 USD equals to 178 GEL
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(e) The principles of the Aarhus Convention are pretécinder the Constitution of
Georgia, the Law of Georgia on Protection of Enviremnand the General
Administrative Code of Georgia. In accordance wtticle 42 of the Constitution of
Georgia, each persamas a rightto apply to the court for protectiasf his/her human
rights @mong themthe rights granted by the Convention) and liberty

V. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 3

Describe anybstacles encounteredh the implementation of any of the paragraphsotla 3
listed above.

Answer:

- Jtis worth noing that according to th¢77 Decree othe Governmenbf Georgia(April

22, 2005)the State Commission for Sustainable Developmedaéofgia was
tionof the ®cretariat of the Commission

established. According to this decree,

development strateqy. However, it should be mentithady the initiative othe
MEPNRand by the support of UNECE the Second Environrheetdormance Review |
for the period of 208- 2009 has been preparedEPR I). In addition, the Second
National Environmental Action PlafiNEAP 2, 2011-2015i% beingdeveloped. Also,
with the support othe EU, the State of Environment for 2007-2009 is under praoan
(SoE) The abovementioned documents create & fasthe development af

sustainable development strategy,

V. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 3

Provide further information on th@actical application of the general provisions othe
Convention.

OF THE GENERAL

Answer:
The Service of Public Relations is the structural uhthe MEPNR

Since 2009 the hot line “070” of ttdEPNRhas been in operation. The hot liadbows citizens
to obtaininformationabouttheir specificinterest in time Moreoveandto provide information
to theMEPNRabout violationsallowing the MEPNR to respond rapidly

In November 201the“Information Centre” was opened at tHdEPNR The aim of the Centre
is to assist and instruct the publiboutthe environmental issues of their interest.

The officials of th&lEPNRhave public reception hours thimicreasethe MEPNRs
transparermy.

The Service of Public Relatigria the developmertf environmental education anpliblic
awareness raisingrganizes the following activities:

Conferences, seminars and trainings on different ®ogar various target group$£co-tours,
eco-campstreeplanting and clean up campaigretc; Student rmetingswith the Minister.

Since 2009 themonthlyelectronic newsletter on the activities of MMEPNRhas been
disseminated. By the initiative of tMEEPNR“Green Club” for studentss established. To
ensure transparency and publicity of activities of MEEPNR, thePublic Council has been
created which consists of well known and trustworthy people of Geoiltie aim of the
Council is to ensure public participation, to promotéfic awareness and to prepare
appropriate recommendations and proposals. In 20@Bimthe framework of “Dialogue with
Public” about 100 meetings were arranged about théviEts of theMEPNR In thelarge cities
of Georgia “Report to Peopletampaignsvere organized. The aim of the campaigns was to
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familiarize the public with the activities of tMEPNR Media project “Green Broadcast” is
broadcasted weekly on TV and radrepresentatives of tfEPNRpatrticipate in TV and radid
programs omumerousnvironmental issues.

With thesupport of various donor organizations and within therfesvork of international
projects conferences, sympmand educational campaigns for school childreniversity
studentsmediarepresentatives and the general public are condli@aort documentary
films, and programs, video clips, appropriate literaturdprmation brochures and web pages
are prepared Vocational, Bachelor's and Master’s programs are introeld in different
educationalnstitutes Several demustrationprojects arecompleted

According toan analysis of 2010 survey resylmiblic awareness about protected areas of
Georgig as well as theitmportance has increased by 14%. For public involvement and
improvement of protected areas’ management, firsénds Associations Georgiawere
created in 2010y representatives of local population, governmemiah-governmental and
business sector and international organizations.

Some structural units of ttddEPNRhave thematic websites that provide regularly updated
information on current activities of threspectivainits.

MEPNR enployees participate in local and international triaig prograns and other

educational programs thamprove their professional capabilitiescording to present demands

and standards.

Trainings on different demand-oriented environmetdpics are conducted for ttdEPNR
employees and other relevant ministries as well as 8raghresentatives of business and no
governmental sectors.

In 2009 Aarhus Centre Georgia in close cooperatiommWIEPNRand the High Schab of
Justice arrangedraining for judges with the aim to familiarize the participamtith the
requirements and obligations under the Aarhus Convemtiwhto sharénternational
experience. The training was conducted by the Aarlumsy€htion Compliance Committee
expert

The Aarhus Centre in cooperation with Thilisi Statavdrsity prepared and in 2009
introduced the course — International Environmental Law for ldaehelor’'s degree students o

the LawFaculty.
By the joint initiative of the Aarhus Centre and tlealFaculty of Thilisi State University a

training course on the Implementation of the Aarhoswention in Georgia for students of La:
and Geography Faculties has been conducted since. 200

In 2010 social advertisements on public rights underthgus Convention was prepared.
Broadcasting of the advertisements on the National CélasinGeorgian Public Broadcaster ig
plannedfor late 2010.

'VI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATIO N OF ARTICLE 3
Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://moe.gov.ge; http://aarhus.ge@ww.apa.gov.gebiomonitoring.moe.gov.ge;

www.gdi.gov.ge; chm.moe.gov.ge.

VII. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMP  LEMENTING THE
PROVISIONS ON ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION I N ARTICLE 4

List legislative, regulatory and other measures thatmplement the provisions on access to

environmental information in article 4.
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Explain how each paragraph of article 4 has beeneimghted. Describe the transposition of Jhe
relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disgriation requirement in article 3, paragraph .
Also, and in particular, describe:

(&)  With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

0] Any person may have access to information withoutrigato state an
interest;

(i) Copies of the actual documentation containing or gtsimg the requested
information are supplied;

(iii) The information is supplied in the formaquested,;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the timedipribvided for irparagraph 2 are
respected;

(© With respect tparagraphs 3 and 4 measures taken to:
® Provide for exemptions from requests;
(i) Ensure that the public interest test at the endacdgraph 4 is applied;

—

(d) With respect to paragraph 5, measures tikensure that a public authority tha
does not hold the environmental information requetstkes the necessary action;

(e) With respect to paragraph 6, measuresititkensure that the requirement to
separate out and make available information is impléaden

)] With respect to paragraph 7, measures takendore that refusals meet the time
limits and the other requirements with respect tosa)

(@)  With respect to paragraph 8, measures taken to etimatréhe requirements on
charging are met.

Answer:

The Administrative Code of Georgia, 1999 (especialigpter Ill) generally covers the

requirements ofrticle 4 of the Convention, i.all information (not only environmental
information) teld by public authorities is available to the publicless the information is
confidential.

Each interested person has a rigatrequesthe information (the General Administrative Code
of Georgia,Article 37).

Information about protectionf theenvironmentinddata on the dangers which can thréat
human life and health, should not be confidentia¢ (General Administrative Code of Georgia
Article 42, a)

() (i): In accordance with the General Administrati@ede of Georgia Article 37,
Paragraph 2) a person is entitled to access to inforamatvithout having to state an
interest

(ii): In accordance with the General Administrativede of GeorgiaArticle 37,
Paragraph 1) any persohastheright to acquaint with information in the original. If
there is a risk of damage theoriginal documentthe public authority is obliged to
ensure theupervised review of the documenprovidethe person witha properly
confirmed copy athe document




(b) Stricer time-limits are established in Georgia for providitng information than

(©

(d) In accordance with the Administrative Code obfgga (Article 80), public

(e) In accordance with the Administrative Code of Geokgidicle 33), the reasonably

(iii): In accordance with the General Adminisikee Code of GeorgiaArticle 37,
Paragraph 2), any persohas a rightto choose the form of obtaining the informati
if the public authority holds this information in sevei@ms

requires the Convention. In accordance with the Genadahinistrative Code of
Georgia @rticle 40,Paragraph 2), the information should be issued imntetjsand
at the latest within 10 working dayBhe public authority isrequiredto make the
information available to applicani the existingorm. The Public authority is not
requiredto compose any kind of information for the public exjsee also a reviey
of implementation ofrticle 5). Thisapproach is in compliance with the principles
the Convention

() In accordance with the General Adminisitra Code of Georgia, there are four
types of confidential information in Georgige persoal (Article 27"), commercial
(Article 27, professionalArticle 27°) andthe statéArticle 27%). Clear procedures
are established for granting a confidential statushie state or commercial
information. A special stamp with such status existhembcuments. The following
information is noted on the stamp: a status of confidbty; the institution which
grants the confidential status to the information &sdimelimit (commercial
confidential information has no tintienit). Part | of Article 31states that if not
prohibitedby otherapplicable regulatioathe confidential status is grant&dth no
time limitto thecommercialndthe professional informatiofecisions, which were
made regarding the granting the confidential statuth®information or rejection th
confidentiality of information, are included in thalgic register (i.e. itis opento the
public, Article 31). There ilsoa list of information what should not be confidenti
(among theminformation on the environment and data on the @asgwvhich can
threatto the human life and healtArticle 42).

All information, that identiésa natural person, is his/her persgnnformation and a
person resolves himself/herself the question aboutdhsparency of this
information @rticle 27, 27). Confidentiality of the public officers who prepahe
document is protected as well, except the governirpalisical officials (the
executive privilegearticle 29).

Subparagraph b) dParagraph 3 and subparagraphs a), g), hRafragraph 4 of the
Article 4 of the Convention are napplicablein Georgia

(ii) The Convention applies directly. Public authiws are obligted to meet its
requirements

authorities have stricter requiremerttgean the ConventionWhen receivingn
application for the request of informatiatine public authority is obliged to identify
itself appropriatepublic authority having the information requested with days and
transfer theapplicationto that public authority. The application with expédion
should beeturnedback to the applicanwithin 5 daysfrom the date of application if
such institution is nadetermined

separated re@inder of the information should be disclosed afteregxion of the
confidential information from the document. When isg@ucha document the
following information should be noted: the confidelitly of theexceptegbart of the
documentthe person who granted a confidential status, a reason wfidentiality

[}
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and timelimit;




() In accordance with the Administrative Code of Geo(gidicle 41), stricter
requirements are established regarding the refe$an information requeshan is
set out bythe Aarhus Convention. The applicant should be indolofi refusal
immediately. Following this, a written explanatiorosld be given to the applicant
within 3 daysThe explanation should include whiicistitution was consultedhen
making the decision regarding the refusal. The right and to claim against this
decision should be noted as well

(9) In accordance with the Administrative Code of Geofgidicle 99), nofeeshould be
chargedfor information excepfior coping or postingthe information.Thelaw of
Georgiaon Feego Make a Copy oiPublic Information(13 May, 2005)defines the
rules and the price of copying of public information.

VIIl. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION O F ARTICLE 4
Describe anypbstacles encountereéh the implementation of any of the paragraphsrti€la 4.

Answer:

- There are some cases when 10 day®t enoughiimefor seeking the information and
make it available because itg big vokumeor compexity.

IX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATIO N OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 4

Provide further information on th@actical application of the provisions on access to
information, e.g. are there any statistics available on the nuoflrequests made, the numbe
of refusals and their reasons?

Answer:

- In accordance with the General Administrative Cofl&eorgia Article 49), every year on
Decembelrl0, each public authority is obliged to submiteport to the President of Georgia a
to the Parliament on the information provided to public.

- The Service of Public Relations of MMEPNR producesstatistics on the requefor and
respond topublic informationofficially received at te Serviceof Public Relationsind the
chancellery of the MEPNR.

X. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 4
Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www. moe.gov.géttp://aarhus.ge

XI. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPL EMENTING THE
PROVISIONS ON THE COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION OF E NVIRONMENTAL
INFORMATION IN ARTICLE 5
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List legislative, regulatory and other measures thatmplement the provisions on the
collection and dissemination of environmental inform#on in article 5.

Explain how each paragraph of article 5 has beeneimghted. Describe the transposition of
relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disgriation requirement in article 3, paragraph
Also, and in particular, describe:

(&)  With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:
0] Public authorities possess and update environmentahiation;
(i) There is an adequate flow of information to publithauties;
(i)  In emergencies, appropriate information is disseminatedediately and
without delay;

(b)  With respect tgparagraph 2, measures taken to ensure that the way in which
public authorities make environmental informatiomi&able to the public is transparent and th
environmental information is effectively accessible;

(© With respect tgaragraph 3, measures taken to ensure that environmental

information progressively becomes available in eleatrdatabases which are easily accessible

to the public through public telecommunications neksp

(d)  With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to publish and disseminate nati
reports on the state of the environment;

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the information reféor@dparagraph 5;
)] With respect tgaragraph 6, measures taken to encourage operators whose
activities have a significant impact on the environnmeritform the public regularly of the

environmental impact of their activities and products;

(9) Measures taken to publish and provide informatioregaired inparagraph 7;

© =
)

(h)  With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to develop mechanisms with a
to ensuring that sufficient product information isdaavailable to the public;

0] With respect tgparagraph 9, measures taken to establish a nationwide system of

pollution inventories or registers.

Answer:

(a) (i)In accordance withArticle 27,Paragraph 1 ofthe Law of Georgia on Environmental
Protection, “the system of monitoring is the unity n&lysis of information obtained
after observation over the state of the environmentitgtbrecasting”. TheMEPNR
coordinateghe environmental monitoring systeirticle 27,Paragraph 2) Results of
environmental monitoring are available to theblic (Article 27,Paragraph 3) The

state registration, reporting and assessment of qualitatidquantitative indices of the
state of environmemtre managed and coordinated by thi=PNRwithin its competence

together with the Ministry of Labor, Health and Sddffairs, the Ministry of

Agriculture and other relevant institutions in accordarwith the rule established by th

Georgian Legislatior{Article 26,Paragraph 2)

N

i) Entrepreneurs, whosgctivitiesrequire environmentampact perms, are obligedto
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follow the conditions defined in the conclusion aflegical expertise (revision of EIA
report). Monitoring ofthe compliancevith the conditions othe environmental permit is
conducted byhe Inspection oEnvironmentaProtectionaccording tothe Law of
Georgia on Inspectorate of Environmental Protection.

According to the State Register Forms, every entrepredeliversan annualreporton
water discharge and emissions to MEPNR

(i) Information abouthazardsthat canaffectechuman life and health, naturahd
anthropogenidisasters and othéncidentswhich have already happened or can hapj
in the future and threadn civil security should not be confidential (the General
Administrative Code of Georgiaarticle 42; the Law of Georgia on The State Secret,
Article 8). According to the Lawf Georgiaon Protection of the Population and the
Territory from the Natural andnthropogenicEmergency SituationsArticle 8,
Paragraph 3) local governments and administrationegfdl entitesare responsible to
provide comprehensive atidgnely information to the public via mass media (printed o
electronic meansncludingtheinternet). Article 8 of thenentioneddw states that
information on emergengituatiorsis public.

According to the samlaw (Article 1,Paragraph k the National Response Plan on
Natural andAnthropogeniEmergenc\Situationsprovides the unified system of respo
plansof ministries, state sub-agency organizations of mins#ied legal entities of
public lawon theprotection of thepopulation and theerritory from natural and
anthropogenic mergencysituations

According to theéPresidential Decred¢ August26, 2008 on the Approval of National
Response Plan on Natural aAdithropogenicEmergencysituationsinformationabout
emergencituationsis disseminated through public and private broadcastiompanies
as well ashy cars equippedvith “loud spealers’.

Regarding this issyéhe followingprinciples of the Law of Georgia on Public Healte
following isworth-mentioningArticle 4, Paragraphs a) and b))

a) Provision of preventive measures against the threatsidigphealth

b) Clear definition of competences of state bodies engagpdblic health
issuesandstrong informationatoordination of these structures in
planning and implementation of public health relassdivities.

Chapterll of the abovenentionedaw defines the rights and obligationstbé public and
legal entites concerning public health issues. Accordindhte Article 5€), every person
residingin the territory of Georgia is obliged to notify theldiag Health Service about
any emergencsituationcaused by violation of sanitary norms in productiod an
technological processes.

According toArticle 35, Raragraph 6 of the samaw, the Ministry of Justice, the
Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Ministry @fefenseare obliged to inform the Public
Health Service about any circumstances that may pazartd to the health and safety
the population. According to the national legislatianformation about emergency
situationsis public information and should be accessiileverybody unlesin
particular caseswhen the reasorfer theemergencgituationsand persons are under

investigation.

It should also be mentioned thatticle 233 of the Criminal Code of Georgia defines
criminal sanction in cageof concealing or distorting information about emergesor
accidens at nuclear or radioactive installations. Accordingtte Aticle 247 of the
Criminal Code of Georgiacriminal sanction is applicable ithe case of concealing or
fabricating information about conditions posing hazéwduman health and life.
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(b) Each public authority is obliged to keep public regisif information (the General
Administrative Code of Georgidyticle 35). Thesepublic register_are opento everyone

According to th&seneral Administrativ€odeof Georgiaeach public authority is
obliged to designate a person in charge who makes emagntal information available
to the public and whose basic work is to replynformationrequest

(c) Information on ongoing and complet®tE PNRactivities is posted oits website. The
website is constantly update@ince 2009 the Aarhus Centre has been uploading
monthly newsletters “Short RevieftheEnvironmental Bllution of Georgia”.

(d) In accordanceo the Law of Georgia on Environmental Protecti@dmticle 14,
Paragraph 1 theMEPNR submits thé\ational Report on theétate ofEnvironment to
the President of Georgiavery three year§he 2001, 2002, 230 2004and 2005

(e) On the welsites of theEPNRand the Aarhus Centiaformation described in the
Paragraph 5 of the given Article sted. For operative dissemination of information
addition to the website of the Ministry, the websftthe Aarhus Centre, electronic
networks of Caucasus Environmental NGOs Network (CENN)Regional
Environmental Centre for the Caucasus (REC Caucasusirasd media are applied b

the Ministry.

(f) The national legislatiorontainsno provision or norm corresponding to tharagraph
that offers incentives to the operators of small andiume enterprises,

(g) The meetings areonductedvith NGOs at thtMEPNR for reporting on the activities of
the Ministryand consultations regarding other significant issues

(h) In accordance wittDecree # 3 of the Minister of Environment Protetémd Natural
Resources of Georgidanuaryl5, 1999 on the approval of regulation on Eco-labeljn
the eco-label is awarded by interdepartmental cossimn toecologically clean
producs produced in GeorgiaThe kgislaive nornadopted in2003states that the
packaging of the product should have the informagibaut the product ithenational
language. The Decree # 2-231 of the Minister of Adftice of Georgia(Decemben 1,
2009 on the Approval of Additional Requirements for Foabléling provides
additional requirements for any type of food produt&eorgia and aims at ensuring

(i) A feasibility analysis of the pollutant release arahsfer register (PRTRyasdone.
Under the project -StrengthenindCapacityfor Designing a NationalPollutant Release |

and Transfer Register and Suppog Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Managemen(SAICM) in Georgia-developmenof the national register is under way.

Deleted: prepared and
approved according to the decre
of President of Georgia. The 200!
report is currently in the process of
elaboration, which after approval
will be

Deleted: The procedure of
granting the eco-label to the
products exists in Georgia
formally. The Eco-labels shell be
issued by the interdepartmental
commission on the basis of the
decision of the experts’
commission (the Ministerial
Decree N3, 15 January, 1999,
MoE)

Deleted: , the information about
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Describe anybstacles encounteredh the implementation of any of the paragraphsrtitla 5.

Xll. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 5

Deleted: The MoE is going to

study European experience of

pollutant register and elaborate
progressive introduction of this
experience in Georg

Answer:

- Collection, appropriate processing and disseminatibmfmrmation is partially requlated.
Despite the fact that Public Relations Service cdllgotocesses and uploads certain

information obtained from the structural units of tMaistry, some problems amghps inthis
direction still exist.,

of anentire environmental database for facilitation oékimg of informations neededThe
MEPNRIs currently working with applicable institutiomegarding this issue

- In order to timely obtairenvironmentalinformationfrom the public institutionsdevelopnent

Deleted: The absence of clear
procedure (i.e. what type, volume
and origin of information should
be collected, processed and
published) is the significant
obstacle for collecting, processing
and dissemination of information,
Generally, the following practical
obstacles are remarkable: lack of|
knowledge, experience and
motivation of public officers;
inadequate office equipment; lack
of financial resources both for
covering the current expenditures
and hiring qualified experts when
it is necessary




- The high cosbf publishing the information hampers the disseminaticinfofmation stated in
Paragraphs 5 and 7.

The regulatiorfor Eco-labeling practically does not work

The obstacleto dissemination of information in regions of Georgia &latively overcomwith
a proper functioning postal service aimternetavailability.

Xlll. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 5

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on the adilen and
dissemination of environmental information in artible.g. are there any statistics available
on the information published?

ION OF THE

Deleted: The existence of
regular press organ at the MoE
would improve the situation
significantly

Answer:
- The office work databadeas beermeveloped at thelEPNR

There is an institutional system of data transfer infitlels of hydrometeorology, geodynamic
processes, engineering protection and environmentalifpai. Two types of information —
standard and specific about hydro meteorological émas andthe state of environmental
pollution are prepared for consumers. The standard &bifor hydro meteorological conditions
dataandthestate of environmental pollution, the list of statgaizationsand institutionghat
routinelyreceive the information tinfeames and means of delivery (currier, fax, e-mail and
postal service) are predefined. The standard infolwnadibout hydro meteorological
conditions thestate of environmental pollution and preventive sueas of coastal protection i
disseminated free of charge. Specific sgpkinformation about hydro meteorological and
geodynamical conditions, appropriateness of constrodittivities at coastal areas artie
state of environmental pollution thate prepared according to specific requirement of
consumers requirteesthat depend on the type of service provided for @msiog of
information.

Interconnection of databases on the monitoring ofdlgdiical, meteorological, geodynamic
processes, coastal formation and environmental pohus@erformed in theLegal Entity of
Public Law- National Environmental Agengwhich isunder the MEPNRThe issue of
interconnection of databases created in other enviemtal governmental and non-
governmental organizations still requiresgulation At presentlevelopment dghis system is

underway.

Different methods are used to ensuredh&a quality of observation and monitoring of
meteorological, hydro meteorological and environtaépollution.

On the wetsite of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgiadnfation about emergency
situationsin Georgiaas well agesponse measures and appropriate activities to bentake
ensure safety is constantly uploaded. Statistical aiglyisk maps aboyiotentialemergency
situationsandresponce measurdgr such situationgre also provided on the websitdlith the
participation of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of @gjia a course on “Civil Defense and
Security” has been introduced in the schools of Geordieining about respongeeasures in
emergencyituationsand about dissemination of information surch situationsvere conducted
for executives of local authorities. The Ministnimternal Affairs in cooperation with different
governmental and non-governmental organizatigpesiodically prepas and publshespopular
materials aboutesponse measures in emergency situations

'XIV. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATI ON OF ARTICLE 5
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at the MoE for transparency of th
current work of the MoE and
timely dissemination of
information. The web site is
available through the internet and
it will be updated permanently (it
will be activated in the nearest
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of CENN, REC and Aarhus Centr
for dissemination of information
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Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.moe.gov.gdittp://aarhus.gewww.rec-caucasus.org; www.cenn.org; | __ - { Deleted: dsl.
http://police.ge.

XV. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPL _EMENTING THE
PROVISIONS ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS ON SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES

IN ARTICLE 6
List legislative, regulatory and other measures thatmplement the provisions on public
participation in decisions on specific activities irarticle 6.
Explain how each paragraph of article 6 has beeneimg@hted. Describe the transposition of the
relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disgniation requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.
Also, and in particular, describe:
(@)  With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(1) The provisions of article 6 are applied with respeatdcisions on
whether to permit proposed activities listed in anhixthe Convention;

(i) The provisions of article 6 are applied to decisionprmposed activities
not listed in annex | which may have a significaféefon the
environment;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the public concerriefbisned, early in an
environmental decision-making procedure, and indegaate, timely and

effective manner, of the matters referred tpamagraph 2;

(© Measures taken to ensure that the time frames of thle participation

procedures respect the requirementgaragraph 3;

(d)  With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is early public
participation;

(e)  With respect tgparagraph 5, measures taken to encourage prospective applicants
to identify the public concerned, to enter intocdissions, and to provide

information regarding the objectives of their apation before applying for a

permit;

) With respect tparagraph 6, measures taken to ensure that:

0] The competent public authorities give the publicaaned all informatior]
relevant to the decision-making referred to in &tiEthat is available at
the time of the public participation procedure;

(i) In particular, the competent authorities give toghblic concerned the
information listed in this paragraph;

(9) With respect tgparagraph 7, measures taken to ensure that procedures for public

participation allow the public to submit commentspmifiation, analyses or
opinions that it considers relevant to the proposdidity;




(h)  With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that in a decision due
account is taken of the outcome of the public paitdn;

M With respect tgparagraph 9, measures taken to ensure that the public is
promptly informed of a decision in accordance with #ppropriate procedures;

0] With respect tgparagraph 10, measures taken to ensure that when a public
authority reconsiders or updates the operating ciongifor an activity referred
to in paragraph 1, the provisions of paragraphs@are applied making the
necessary changes, and where appropriate;

(K) With respect tgparagraph 11, measures taken to apply the provisions of artic
to decisions on whether to permit the deliberateasglef genetically modified
organisms into the environment.

Answer:

In Georgia the provisions of thisticle are applied with respect Environmentalmpact
permits.Not only NGOs buélsoany interested party haa right toparticipatein the
processanda rightto claim for procedural and essential legality. Theigdory
components of the proggare: submission of the documents for public examinatiah
announcement @vailability, receiving commentspnductthe public hearingand
publishing a decisiorAn administrative decision made undebreach of procssis
considered to be canceldéveryonehas a rightto claim against such decision and to
reach itscancellation The established procedure fgsuingpermits meetalmost allthe
requirements ofrticle 6:

subject to environmental impact assessment that ctivepsocedures of the
Article 6.

(b) TheLaw of Georgia orEnvironmental Impact Permjifrticle 1, Raragraph 2)

obligedto conduct public hearing of EIA prior to applicatitmthe relevant
Administrative Agency for the perniirticle 6).,

(c) The issues related to public consultations are defingtlé Law of Georgia on
Environmental Impact Permificcording to the lawsubmissiorof written public
comments and suggesticstarts the day the announcemeht planned activity
is publishedandcontinues fo¥5 daygArticle 6, Paragraph 4, $&-paragraph

b)).

(d) According to the Law of Georgia &nvironmental Impact Permihedeveloper
is obliged to condud public hearing on th&IA report no earlier than 50 days
beforeandno later than 60 days after publishitiye announcement on a planne
activity (Article 6, Paragraph 4, Sub-paragraph bnly after the public hearing
has been arrangedhedevelopeicanapgdy to theadministrative agency to
obtainthe permitfor startingthe activity.

Information on the activity is published in both desmtral and loca] newspaper:
(in the newspaper of that particular region where dleéivity is planned to be
implementedand publication of the announcement is to be emshyethe
developer.Information on the activity should include: aim of hlanned

)

I°Z

activity, title, location, address where public damiliarize with the documents
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on the activityare locatedand the deadline for the submission of comments and
time and place of public hearing.

(e) Developeris required tocarry out a study of environmental impasisessment
andprepare theElA reportbefore publishingheannouncement on the activity
andapplying totheadministrative agency for a permithehastheright to
consultwith the public. The results of such consultations khba attached to
thepermitapplication.

(f)

is obliged to provid the public withthe EIA report and all significant documents
at the public hearing, receive public comments andjestions expressed during
or prior to the public hearing and prepa&rthe public hearing protocand subnti
it to theadministrativeagency issuing the permit. This informatiormisilableto
any interested partyAfticles 6 and 7). According to the Law of Georgia on
Environmental Impact Pernit (Article 8, Paragraphed) if the activity includes
state or commercial secedeveloper should submit statement on the
confidentiality of the application. According tloe Paragraph 3 of the same
Article, developehasto providea complete scheme of technological cytol¢he

commercial and state secrgihére were no examples of the above case during
issuing of environmental permit by thEEPNR).

(9) Any person haa right to give written comments and suggestiorghéodevelope
within 45 days aftetheannouncement on the activitypublishedArticle 6,
Paragraph 4,b) ). .The cevelopemustconsider public commentsand =~
suggestions and take them into account when prepé#rafinal version of the
EIA report.

(h) The given issue is regulated by #icle 7 of the Law of Georgia on

on the results of the public hearing within 5 daysratiie public hearing ahe
ElA report The protocol should describe in detail the pubbicnenents and
suggestions made at the public hearing. In case thegedrinments and
suggestions are not considerdige developeis requiredto provide written
justificationfor refusal of comments and suggestions @wkndthat justification
to theauthors of the comments. This written justificationl(iding relevant
written comments and suggestions) with the protocohemesults ofthe public
hearing and the EIA report should be submithgdhe developen
administrative agency issuingepermit. .
(i) According tothe General Administrative Code of Georgia t&PNRprovides
relevant public informatioin response to aritten public request
According tArticle 53 of the General Administrative Code of Geamwritten
individual legaladministrativeact shouldinclud writtenargumentsParagraph 5
of the sam@rticle states that an administrative agensyotauthorized to base
its decision on the circumstances, facts, evidence,gumaents that have not
been examined and analyzed during the administrativegeding. Hence,
argumentatiornf issuedegal-administrativeacts is based on professional and
legal conclusions ithe caseof their necessy for identification ofsignificant

Environmental Impact Permihat requireghedeveloper to prepare the protocql _ - {

circumstances ahematter. /

1

technologythat causeshanges irexploitation conditions is subject to ecologigal
expertise and correspondinglyrequires an environmental permirticle 4,

o

=

administrative agency issuing pergit even if thevitgtincludes entrepreneurial| /{
J
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Paragraph 2) All theabove mentioned provisions should be followed while
issuing the permi

Regardingthereview and renewal of the decisionamfadministrative agencyt
should be considered that the national legislationstoetdirectly define thee
terms.ChapterXIll of the General Administrative Code of Georgia proside
right to an interested party to file a complaint againstdistivity or legal-
administrativeactissued by an administrative agency. An administeativ
complaint shall be reviewed and resolved by the athtnative agency that issued
thelegal-administrativeact, if there isan official whoissued the legal-
administrative act or higher official whairects thesubdivision. A complaint filed
with regard to adegal-administrativeactissued by the chief official of an
administrative agency shall be reviewed amecision thereon shall be made Qy
a higher administrative agency. The sa@mapter defines the procedures of
review of administrative complaint and commaneatof administrative
proceeding. The administrative agency in the prooéssviewingthe
administrative compliant is obliged to invite inteex$ parties to participate,
present his/hecommentsind attend oral hearirg) Oral hearing is open.

(k) Thedraft law on Genetically Modified Organisgtsat reflects the principles of | _ - { Deleted: develo
the Aarhus Conventiomas been developed S ‘{Deleted: ment (UNEP/GF
project), in which
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XVI. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6
Describe anypbstacles encounteredh the implementation of any of the paragraphsrttla 6.

Answer:

According to the national legislation the list aftivities subject to EIA ecological expertise is
less detailed and flexible than thatthe Aannex 1 of the Aarhus Convention. The list does not
include a number of activities such as: opencast areg aeining of minerals, production and
processing of paper, installations for the intensiairey of poultry or pigsandfood
production including processing of mikktc.

Public participation in public hearingen ElAis low.Generally thepublic has an interest in
thelarge projects. According to thAarhus Centrenonitoringdata thelow percentage of publiq
participation in a number of cases can be explainethbyinadequate notification of the publig
by the developer and lack of opportunity for thaslic to participatein decision-making proces
Public participation was high when public participatiand involvement procedures were
appropriately implementeds well as in the projects that had public interest.

%

Tthe following reasons caslsobe mentioned:

- Poor resources for public participatiomfhong theniNGOSs’ resources). As a result,
there is a need of concentration of resources in cledefined direction.

- Thelow interestexpressed by NGOs. There is a neeaige the interest of NGOs to
participate in projects.

- Lack of organization of public at local level andakness of organizations which
express the public interest of communities seahtypopulated areas.

- { Formatted: English (U.S.)

XVIl. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic




participation in decisions on specific activitiesanticle 6,e.g. are there any statistics or other
information available on public participation in decisions on specific activities or on
decisions not to apply the provisions of this article tproposed activities serving national
defence purposes.

Answer:
TheLaw of Georgia orEnvironmental Impact Permtefines the rules of exemption afa

activity from EIA proceduredArticle 11 of this lawstates that a activitycan be exempt from
EIA procedures if th&ate interests requir@itiation of an activityanda timely decision.

There are no statistical data on public participationthe decision-making process of the
specific projects at thlIEPNR The Ministry keeps the statistics on the projects #@tording
to the national legislationwere exempted from EIA procedures amtordingly,no public
participation took placeifi the eporting period — 13). The list attivitiessubject to EIA
procedurefor the years of 2008, 2009, 201mis theAarhus Centrevebsite. Public hearings
were held for all thesactivities

—

XVIII. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 6

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www. moe.gov.gettp://aarhus.ge

XIX. PRACTICAL AND/OR OTHER PROVISIONS MADE FOR THE PUBLIC TO
PARTICIPATE DURING THE PREPARATION OF PLANS AND PRO GRAMMES
RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7

List the appropriate practical and/or other provisions made for the public to participate
during the preparation of plans and programmes relaing to the environment.Describe the
transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2and the non-discrimination
requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:
According tathenational legislation public participation is providefbr only by theLaw of
Georgia onEnvironmental Impact Permifs for the public participation during the preparati

1
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of other documents relating to the environment (8EAP. SoE)public hearings are conducted!

and the comments provided by the public are discussddaken into account.

XX. OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE P REPARATION OF
POLICIES RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PROVIDED PURSU ANT TO
ARTICLE 7

Explain what opportunities there are for public participation in the preparation of policies
relating to the environment.

Answer:

During the development of the Forest Poliicyorder to insure public participatiorihe MEPNR| |

conductedpublic hearings regularlyAccordingly publiccomments and suggestionsretaken
into account,

XXI. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 7

Describe anybstacles encounteredh the implementation of article 7.
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Answer:
According tothe national legislation public participation is providdor by theLaw of Georgia
on Environmental Impact Permit thabes not define public participation for preparatioh

policies and strategiegs.

XXIl. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7

ION OF THE

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in decisions on specific activitiesanticle 7.
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XXIl. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 7

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://lwww.moe.gov.gettp.//www.mof.ge; http://aarhus.ge
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XXIV. EFFORTS MADE TO PROMOTE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION DURING THE
PREPARATION OF REGULATIONS AND RULES THAT MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 8

Describe what efforts are made tgpromote effective public participation during the
preparation by public authorities of executive reglations and other generally applicable
legally binding rules that may have a significant déct on the environment. To the extent
appropriate, describe the transposition of the relevandefinitions in article 2 and the non-
discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:
The Constitution of Georgia, the General AdministratCode of Georgia, the Law of Georgia

the implementation of the rights stipulated byAkicle 8 of the Convention. Public
Administrative Proceeding is used also fwomulgation of thaormative documents by the

guarantees public participation in this procegscording tahe Chapter IX of the General
Administrative Code of Georgia public comments casuimmitted within 20 days. Each
administrative agency ensures availability of their dradftmative acts through their official
websites. According to the General Administrative Cotl€eorgia in the process of
preparation of draft normative acts publicity of thecuments is ensured by the agency issui
the acts and respectively public commemd suggestionare submitted to that agency for
further consideration.
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XXV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 8
Describe anypbstacles encountereéh the implementation of article 8.

Answer:
During the preparation of particular projects basthigh level of public participation anan




uninformedpublic are common. In casef public interest thefzave an opportunitjo

participate in the development of draft laws. Ofteieiest is shown froitie public but not from
the state agencies.

A

XXVI. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 8

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in the field covered by article 8.

ION OF THE

Answer:

The national legislation does not regulate the gissué. However, administrative agencies

often post information on their official websites aisb cooperate witthe NGO sector to
disseminate informatioaboutprojects. For instancehe Hunting Management Advisory
Council has been created under Ml&PNR, where NGOs and other interested persons

participate as memberdn addition, the following examples can be mentibmegarding draft

of Public Law Forestry Agency.

In response to the request of the Aarhus CettieeParliament of Georgia provides informatid
on the draft lawselated toenvironmental protectioand use of natural resourcésat are
submitted to the Parliament. The draft laws and tidatéve dates of their review in the
Parliament are posted on tiarhus Centrevebsite thatallows thepublic to be aware of
possible amendments and participate in the hearingsrdompto the procedures defined by

law. Existenceof a clear legal mechanism for public participation in reviag draft laws would
make public involvement more effective.
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In the development of draft laws
wide range of public participation
and full unawareness are occured.
In general, the state position can
be explaned as “passive waiting”
— this opportunity will given to the
public if the public express itself
an interest and a will for
participation. However, some of
the public institutions do not
express their enthusiasm in this

regard
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laws draft law on Eco Audit, draft law on GMOs ahdw on the Establishment of Legal Entit

Deleted: e.g. the draft law on
eco- audit, the law on GMO

XXVII. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 8
Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.parliament.ge; http://moe.gov.ge; httaarhus.ge,
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XXVII. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN ARTICLE 9

- { Deleted: http://www.moe.gov.ge]
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List legislative, regulatory and other measures thatmplement the provisions on access to
justice in article 9.

Explain how each paragraph of article 9 has beeneimg@hted. Describe the transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disgriation requirement in article 3, paragraph .

Also, and in particular, describe:

(&)  With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

0] Any person who considers that his or her request forrimation under
article 4 has not been dealt with in accordance thighprovisions of that article has access to
review procedure before a court of law or anothdependent and impartial body established
law;

(i) Where there is provision for such a review by a cofitaw, such a
person also has access to an expeditious proceduréskstdloy law that is free of charge or

inexpensive for reconsideration by a public authasityeview by an independent and impartia

body other than a court of law;

(i)  Final decisions under this paragraph are binding ermtiblic authority
holding the information, and that reasons are statediting, at least where access to
information is refused,;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that within the frameworiatibnal legislation,
members of the public concerned meeting the crissiaut inparagraph 2 have access to a
review procedure before a court of law and/or amoihdependent and impartial body
established by law, to challenge the substantive amcbdural legality of any decision, act or
omission subject to the provisions of article 6;

(© With respect tgaragraph 3, measures taken to ensure that where they meet

a
by

the

criteria, if any, laid down in national law, membef the public have access to administrative or

judicial procedures to challenge acts and omissionsifegtprpersons and public authorities
which contravene provisions of national law relatioghe environment;

(d)  With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that:

0] The procedures referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 amdvdde adequate and
effective remedies;

(i) Such procedures otherwise meet the requirements qfghagraph;

(e)  With respect tgparagraph 5, measures taken to ensure that information is
provided to the public on access to administrativjadicial review.

Answer:
(a) Any person may claim against the public authority otk higher public authority an
after thetto the court, if the violation of his/her rigtd access to informatioaccured

According to thisaragraph, the public authority is obliged to execilte final decision.|

Reasongor the refusal to access to the information shdwddtated in a required form

(b) The independence of reviewjag administrativecomplaint isensured and regulated by _ --

Chapter XIlII - the Administrative ProceedingRegard to an Administrative Complaint
of the General Administrative Code®g€orgia.
(c) The General Administrative Code of Georgdiae Civil Code of Practice of Georgia an

the Criminal Code of Practice of Georgia requlate requirements drticle 9,

-| Deleted: (the Law of Georgia o

Environmental permit, article 17,
paragraph 2)

Deleted: Any person may claim
for the violation of the procedure
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both to the high-level authority
and (or, when he/she wants after
this clime) to the court




Paragraph 3. According to the national legislationygmerson has right to file an
application iran administrative agency daring a case before a codufthis/her rights
were violated or limited and if by the decision atian ofan administrative agency
he/she incurred harm.

(d) Measures regardinaragraph 4 imply rights protected under the natiorejislation
in particular, they aredefined bytheArticles29-31 of the Code of Administrative
Proceedings of Georgiat(should be noted that, according to the Article iBla court

can render a temporary ruling before the action isumit if existing circumstances may

hinder realization of rights adheapplicant orit will becomesignificantly complicatd)
and also byChapter XXIlI of the Civil Code of Practice of Georgia.

(e) Chapter 1X of the General Administrative Code of [g&oregulates issues of public
administrative proceedingn particular, issuance of an administrative act through
public administrative proceeding, publishing of tiwice regarding submission of
documers for public accesdist of documents to be presented for public access
procedures for presentirthe public opinion, drafting and submission of an

administrative act for public accesstc.

The General Administrative Code of Georgia describhes$dilowing procedures in
details: submission of an administrative complaiaoadministrative agengyeview
and decisiormakingon the complaintandfiling a complaint in a courfif the rights of a
citizen to access information and participate in a dieei-making process were violate
by an administrative agenty

Several governmental bodies, some NGOs and internatmngalinizations conduct active

campaigns for public awareness in access to justice.

- { Deleted: private
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XXIX. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION O F ARTICLE 9

Describe anybstacles encounteredh the implementation of any of the paragraphsrtitla 9.

Answer:

- Timelimit for consideratiorof claims bythe court for violations of right access to
information,sometime$asting more than 2 monthsn(previous yearshere wasa case,
when the final decision was issued after 18 months)

- The State Tax Privileges do not apply to legal Ergtiemong themthe NGOs)In
previous years there alswasa case, when the NGO paid the tax equivalent to 15009
This amount of money is ttarge for Georgia

- { Formatted: English (U.S.)

XXX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATI ON OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 9

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on accegsdtice
pursuant to article %.g. are there any statistics available on environméal justice and are
there any assistance mechanisms to remove or reducedirtial and other barriers to accesg
to justice?

Answer:
According tothe General Administrative Code of Georgia a public agesttall designate a
public servant responsible fprovidingpublic information Article 36). If the public servant

violates responsibility tprovidethe public informationhe/she wilfacedisciplinary liability in




accordance tdherules ofLaw of Georgia on Public Service.

The pactice of applying the Convention by judgdready exists (e.glecision of &ity Court
on the complaint (N3/2647-07) of the Association Grakernative etg.

There are no statistical data @tcesdo justice at thelEPNR However, the Aarhus Centre
collects the information about the cases in the fi¢lthe environment and court decisions an
post them on its web site. TAarhusCentre preparedhe brochure “How to Apply tdhe

Court to Protect our Environmental Rights” that was dmmgsated among the stakeholders. T
brochure is available oits web site.

The Aarhus Center prepared information on the arrangémgtihe court system in Georgia ar
postedit on its web site. Contact information of courts ied®jia is accessible ahe Aarhus
Centreweb site as well.

]

d

'XXXI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTAT ION OF ARTICLE 9 |

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Council of Justice of Georgia: http://www.coj.gov.gibe Supreme Court of Georgia:
http://www.supremecourt.geleneral Courts of Georgiattp://www.court.gov.ge/
Georgia Young Lawyers’ Association: http://www.gyld;gissociation‘Ask for Justice?
http://www.alpe.ge/Union “42 Article of the Constitution”: http://wwarticle42.ge/Aarhus

Centre Georgia www.aarhus.ge

Articles 10-22 are not for national implementation.

XXXII. GENERAL COMMENTS ON THE CONVENTION’S OBJECTIVES:

If appropriate, indicate how the implementation @& @onvention contributes to the protectio
of the right of every person of present and futggrerations to live in an environment adequa
to his or her health and well-being.

ate

Answer:

Accession of Georgia to the Convent®gnificantly increasethe opportunif of citizens to
contrd_how their government protects their environment @ndontribue tothe protection of
the environmentPublic institutions respontb a pronounced growtbf public activity.
However, it is possible to increapablic activity by taking appropriate measuresartcipation |

in the specific activities increases the number andrépee of persons who participate active
in the public development process

-| Deleted: <#>There is no
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environmental justice statistics.
Regarding the right on access to
various information, 38 cases of
proceedings were initiated from
2000 to 2004; 2 cases of
proceedings in violation of public
participation in environmental
decision-making are initiated at
the court for today 1

<#>There was a case when, in a
result of the Aarhus Convention
statement, the court abated the
State Tax to the NGO from 4000
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XXX, LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS PU RSUANT TO
ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX | bis

Concerning legislative, regulatory and other measugs that implement the provisions on public
participation in decisions on the deliberate releasinto the environment and placing on the
market of genetically modified organisms in article6 bis, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1 of article 6 bis and:

(i) Paragraph 1of annex | bis, arrangements in the Party's reguyaramework to ensure

effective information and public participation fdecisions subject to the provisions of article § bi

will be more evident in case of
active and relevant policy. The

to



(if) Paragraph 2of annex | bis, any exceptions provided for in Haety's regulatory framework
to the public participation procedure laid dowraimex | bis and the criteria for any such excepti

(iif) Paragraph 3of annex | bis, measures taken to make availattlestpublic in an adequate,
timely and effective manner a summary of the ngatfon introduced to obtain an authorization fo
the deliberate release or placing on the marketiedisas the assessment report where available;

(iv) Paragraph 4of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure that tase the information listed
in that paragraph is considered as confidential;

(v) Paragraph 5of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure the wa@spy of decision-making
procedures and to provide access to the relevanegural information to the public including, for
example:

a. The nature of possible decisions;

b. The public authority responsible for making tleeision;

c. Public participation arrangements laid down pans to

paragraph 1 of annex | bis;

d. An indication of the public authority from whicalevant information can be obtained;

e. An indication of the public authority to whichraments can be submitted and of the tin
schedule for the transmittal of comments;

(vi) Paragraph 6of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure thatrthegements introduced to
implement paragraph 1 of annex | bis allow the jouiol submit, in any appropriate manner, any
comments, information, analyses or opinions thetiitsiders relevant to the proposed deliberate
release or placing on the market;

(vii) Paragraph 7of annex | bis, measures taken to ensure thatcheat is taken of the
outcome of public participation procedures orgashigersuant to paragraph 1 of annex | bis;

DN

ne

Answer:
The draft law on the GMOs has bedrafted in compliancewith the principles of the Aarhu
Convention including those &hnex | bis andhe Aticle 6 bis.

XXXIV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION  OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX | bis
Describe anypbstacles encountereth the implementation of any of the paragraphsrtifle 6 bis
and annex | bis.

Answer:
The lack of appropriate accredited testing laboratoriesd aqualified staff; Scarcity g
information about the methodology of risk assessmenteckl&d products and raw foqg
materials containing GMOsIt is reasonable to establish &oordination Council for
improvement of the activities and bettenrdination ofrelevantagencies.

=

XXXV. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX | bis

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic participation
in decisions on the deliberate release into thér@mment and placing on the market of genetic
modified organisms in article 6 bis,g. are there any statistics or other informatioravailable on
public participation in such decisions or on decisins considered under paragraph 2 of annex
bis to be exceptions to the public participation pocedures in that annex?

ally
I

Answer:




The draft law on GMOs has been developed that is mptiance with the principles of the
Aarhus Convention. At present, the Decree #2-g3écembetl, 2009 of the Minister of

Agriculture of Georgia on the Approval of AdditiorRéquirements for Food Labelingrficle 9
— labeling of Genetically Modified Food Products) ide$ only the obligation to informthe
public if the food contains genetically modifiedrmonents (putting appropriate information
a label in accordance with defined rules) that eealihe public to make decision othe
purchase of food products.

The ron-governmental sector is involved in awareness raigfrige public. The National Centr

9]

for Monitoring and Scientific Research of Manufaatgriof GMO Products was established.

Representativesf the NGO sectorpatrticipate in conferences and meetings related tagilaen
issues.

XXXVI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 6bis

Give relevant website addresses, if available uiiolg website addresses for registers of decisions

and releases related to genetically modified ogyasi

Informational materials about GMOs and products containing GMOs aréoglically published|- - - { Formatted: Left

on the web site of the Ministry of Agriculture of Geangww.moa.geand on the web site of
Food Safety, Veterinary and Plant Protection Serweev.fvp.ge
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Page 19: [1] Deleted nino 11/24/2010 1:53:00 PM
By support of international organizations mosthaf projects has been implemented.
Information on the ongoing and completed projetthe Ministry of Environment
Protection and Natural Resources of Georgia issplan the web-site of the Ministry.
Under the initiative of the government of Georgiadum Term Expenditure Framework
has been introduced and functions. By introduatibthe instrument the planning
process itself became more significant.

Medium Term Action Plan of Government of Georgia2608 -2011 has been
developed according to which Medium Term ActionnBlaas been defined for all
institutions of Georgia, including the Ministry Bhvironment Protection and Natural
Resources of Georgia. On the basis of the Plamifemfor the years 2008-2011 for the
Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Rexsees of Georgia have been
identified.



